
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

High-quality education for the youngest: Large aid project 
"iThemba" in Cape Town, South Africa, to grow further 
 
− help alliance and Mastercard for the third time with joint aid project at the 

RTL Donation Marathon 

− Construction of a new preschool planned 

− 140 children will find a safe place to learn 

 

help alliance, the aid organization of Lufthansa Group, and Mastercard are looking 

forward to this year's RTL Donation Marathon, which will take place on November 

18 and 19, 2021. Viewers can already donate from tomorrow for the joint aid pro-

ject "First-class pre-school education for children" in the township of Capricorn in 

Cape Town, South Africa, and thus support the construction of the new iThemba 

pre-school.  

 

Since 2019, the strong partnership of help alliance, Mastercard and "RTL - We 

help children" has been collaborating with celebrity patron Beatrice Egli to give 

children from the township access to quality education and thus free them from 

the downward spiral of poverty, unemployment and crime. So that the youngest 

children can soon learn side by side with the primary school children, the joint pro-

ject is now being expanded: with the donations from this year's RTL Donation Mar-

athon, the new building for the preschool is now also to be constructed on the 

grounds of the iThemba primary school. 

 

"With our project, we want to bring hope (“iThemba” in Zulu) into the lives of the 

children - through access to quality pre-school education for the youngest children 

in the township. The need for pre-school places is very high there, which is why 

the pre-school on the existing premises has by far reached its capacity limits. With 

the support of "RTL - We help children" and Mastercard, it will be possible to build 

a new preschool building and thus make early education possible for a total of 140 

disadvantaged children," says Susanne French, Lufthansa Purser, help alliance ad-

visory board member and volunteer iThemba project coordinator. 

 

Peter Bakenecker, President Central Europe at Mastercard, is also looking forward 

to the next joint project milestone and is thrilled that the expansion of the primary 

school, which was initiated in 2019, was successfully completed this summer de-
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spite Corona restrictions: "The fact that the construction work on the iThemba Pri-

mary School was completed on time despite the difficult conditions shows how 

much drive and energy is being put into the work on site. We are all the more 

pleased to continue to be part of the joint project and thus create a place of refuge 

and a perspective for the little ones". 

 

The iThemba education project in Cape Town was founded 15 years ago with the 

iThemba Pre School as a kindergarten and preschool to offer educational opportu-

nities for disadvantaged children from socially disadvantaged families. The pre-

school has always focused on a holistic approach and teaches social skills in addi-

tion to Mathematicsand English language lessons. Everyday school life and learn-

ing together teach respectful interaction and have a positive effect on the children 

and their environment. Every euro donated in the RTL Donation Marathon will go 

towards the realisation of the new preschool building without a cent deduction, so 

that in future the preschool and primary school children in Capricorn will be able to 

learn on the same ground. 

 

 
 
 
About help alliance 
The help alliance is the central pillar of the Lufthansa Group's social commitment. As an internationally operating 
company and part of the German and international community, the Lufthansa Group assumes responsibility for 
current social challenges beyond its actual business activities. The non-profit limited liability company supports 
numerous projects around the world that provide young people in particular with access to education and enable 
them to lead self-determined lives. In addition to the focus on education, help alliance promotes entrepreneur-
ship. In recent years, around 150 projects have been supported. All project contents are based on the strict 
standards of the UN Conventions on the Rights of the Child and in particular on the global Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) "Quality Education" (SDG 4) and "Decent Work and Economic Growth" (SDG 8). The projects 
are funded exclusively by donations. For more information and donation opportunities, please visit www.helpalli-
ance.org  
 
 
help alliance gGmbH 
Phone. +49 69 696 696 70 
E-mail: helpalliance@dlh.de  
 
 
About Mastercard (NYSE: MA), www.mastercard.com 
Mastercard is an international payments technology company. Our goal is to drive an inclusive, digital economy 
that benefits everyone around the world. That's why we make payments secure, simple and smart, and accessible 
to everyone. Our innovations and solutions are based on secure data and networks and help individuals, financial 
institutions, governments and businesses to fully realise the breadth of their opportunities. Our Decency Quotient 
shapes our corporate culture and all our activities. With connections in more than 210 countries and territories, 
we thus contribute to a sustainable world that opens up diverse opportunities for all. 
Follow us on Twitter @MastercardDE, read our posts on the blog and subscribe to the latest news in the news-
room. 
 
Press contact Mastercard: 
Juliane Schmitz-Engels 
Head of Communications Germany & Switzerland 
media-frankfurt@mastercard.com 
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