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Austrian Airlines Calls for Comprehensive COVID-19 Testing to Replace 

General Landing and Entry Bans 

 A comprehensive COVID-19 testing program for travelers from high risk countries 

should bring back the freedom to travel 

 Landing bans recently triggered widespread uncertainty on the part of travelers  

 CEO von Hoensbroech: “Whoever is healthy and not infected should be allowed to 

travel.” 

 

Last Friday the Austrian Federal Government allowed landing bans for flights from 18 countries to 

expire. These bans did not apply in other EU member states. Nevertheless, the many different 

travel regulations in the European Union make it more difficult for people to travel freely and for 

airlines to reliably plan flight schedules. At a press conference, Austrian Airlines CEO Alexis von 

Hoensbroech called for comprehensive COVID-19 tests to be carried out on all passengers from 

high risk countries as a means of alleviating this situation. 

     

“The freedom to travel is an important cornerstone of our modern-day society which should not be 

curtailed in the long term. Whoever is healthy and not infected should also be allowed to travel”, 

Austrian Airlines CEO von Hoensbroech stated.  

 

Because of the duration of the coronavirus crisis and the increasing uncertainty on the part of 

passengers, it makes good sense to introduce health checks on a global basis for people travelling 

by air. This can only be ensured by carrying out comprehensive COVID-19 tests on travelers from 

high risk countries. “We are advocating an international solution”, von Hoensbroech emphasizes. 

“No other means of transport offers as good an opportunity for health checks as the aviation 

sector. This possibility is exactly what we should leverage in order to facilitate travelling in times of 

the coronavirus without compromising health protection. This approach is also in the interests of 

passengers because a further step towards ensuring freedom of travel is also a further step 

towards returning to normalcy”, he adds. According to Austrian Airlines experts, public authorities 

and governments are now called upon to collaborate with the airlines in order to introduce safe, 

practical and cost-effective testing methods and to coordinate them on an international level.   
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Recently Lufthansa CEO Carsten Spohr joined other airline CEOs form Europe and the U.S. in a 

letter sent to U.S. Vice President Mike Pence and Ylva Johansson, EU Home Affairs 

Commissioner, demanding a U.S.-EU testing program to once again enable airlines to operate 

transatlantic flights. The testing program should replace entry bans and quarantine regulations. 

Austrian Airlines CEO von Hoensbroech also supports such a solution. “Good flight connections 

between the USA and Europe are essential for a strong ethnic and economic interdependence 

between our continents. For this reason, flight connections should be resumed as quickly as 

possible - of course by optimally   combining the freedom to travel with the protection of people’s 

health”, Mr. von Hoensbroech concludes. 
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Austrian Airlines  

Austrian Airlines is Austria's leading airline. The once state-owned and still convincing red-white-red airline operates a route network of 
around 130 destinations. Thanks to its favourable geographical location and Austrian history as a melting pot of the former crown lands, 
its home airport Vienna Schwechat is still a hub between East and West today. About 120 of the 360 daily flights lead to Central and 
Eastern Europe. “AUA", as it is often abbreviated in Austria, transports about 15 million passengers a year and employs 7,000 staff from 
58 nations. AUA has been part of the Lufthansa Group since 2009. Austrian Airlines is also a member of the Star Alliance, the first 
global alliance of international airlines. Austrian Airlines has been in the black since 2012. It celebrated its 60th anniversary in 2018. 

Here you can find photos of AUA and its crew: https://www.flickr.com/photos/austrianairlinespress/albums  

Owner. Editor. Reproducer: Austrian Airlines AG. Corporate Communications, media.relations@austrian.com. Please find further 
information concerning the disclosure according to §§ 24 and 25 Media Act on www.austrian.com 
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